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1. Agreed 
 
General 
The project and the Authority have met at appropriate times since the project launch in December 
2017. The Authority is satisfied that the consultation and engagement has been robust and 
meaningful. 

 
 
 



1.1 Planning Policy 
 

Both Parties agree that the relevant NPSs are: 
• Overarching NPS for Energy (NPS EN-1) 
• NPS for Gas Supply Infrastructure and Gas and Oil Pipelines (NPS EN-4) 

 
 

1.2 The need for the proposed development  
 
The Overarching NPS for Energy (NPS EN-1) sets out, in paragraph 5.9.10, first bullet point, that 
DCO applications should include an assessment of the need for the development. No issue is raised 
by the SDNPA in this regard.  

 
 

1.3 Construction Effects on People and Communities 
 
The Authority agrees that there is no demonstrable harm to residential amenity. The Authority 
supports the need for the proposed DCO requirements 5 and 7 which require adherence to the 
Code of Construction Practice and the requirement for a Construction Traffic Management Plan. 
 
The Authority agrees there would be no permanent effect on access to open land and that there 
will be minimal disruption to Public Rights of Way during construction. The Authority and Project 
agree that there will be some temporary impacts on the Wayfarer’s Walk Long Distance Path, 
which runs parallel to the pipeline route for approximately 2.5km and the Four Marks location of 
the pipeline which intersects with five public rights of way.  
 
The Authority agrees with the Applicant’s proposed new commitment within the Code of 
Construction Practice regarding the timing of construction through the South Downs Way and 
measures to avoid impacting on major events along this route.  
 
 
1.4 Biodiversity 
 
The Authority agree with the approach taken to biodiversity matters, and that the pipeline route 
avoids all international, national and locally designated sites within the National Park and that the 
only priority habitats present are lowland deciduous woodland and hedgerows.  

 
 

1.5 Flooding and Water 
 

The Authority notes that there are no major surface water courses in the National Park section of 
the route and agrees that there are no significant impacts on the four watercourses which have been 
identified. The Authority agrees that with the adoption of good practice and mitigation measures the 
project would not exacerbate flood risk within the National Park. 

 
 
 
 
 



1.6 Historic Environment 
 
The Authority agrees within the Local Impact Report that there are no high value heritage assets 
within the Order Limits. The Authority states that “there will be short term impacts during 
construction but given that once operational the development will be an underground pipeline with 
a very small number of above ground installations the SDNPA considers that the impact of the 
proposal on heritage assets is of minor concern.” 

 
1.7 Security and Safety 
 
The Authority does not have comments to make on this theme. 
 
 
1.8 Highways and Transport 

 
The Authority notes that Hampshire County Council, as Highways Authority, will be making 
representations regarding the highways impacts of the proposed pipeline through the examination 
process. At this stage the SDNPA considers this matter to be of minor concern. The Authority 
supports the inclusion of proposed DCO Requirement number 7 that requires the submission and 
approval of a Construction Traffic Management Plan (although the SDNPA would prefer this DCO 
requirement be discharged by Local Planning Authorities) and recognises this should ensure that the 
impact on the local road network is acceptable.  

 
 

1.9 Noise, air quality and disturbance during construction 
 
The Authority agrees that there are no appreciable air quality implications during pipeline operation. 
During construction, there may be impacts however these will be temporary and there is no 
evidence that there will be significant air quality impacts.  
 
The Authority agrees that there will be minimal waste arising from excavation for the pipeline, as 
spoil will be reused. 

 
 

1.10 Socio-economic impacts 
 
The Authority believes it will be difficult to assess the impacts that the loss of visual amenity and 
tranquillity during construction will have. Overall the impact is considered to be negative, but it is 
acknowledged that this will be limited by the temporary nature of the construction works. 

 
 
2. In Discussion 

 
2.1 The Draft Development Consent Order 

 
The project wrote to the Authority to provide and invite comments on a draft DCO.  
 



The Authority’s Local Impact Report (LIR), Written Representation and response to Examining 
Authority questions ExQ1 and ExQ2 identify several comments and proposed amendments to the 
draft DCO. These are under discussion at the time of submitting this draft SoCG. 
 
 

2.2 Trees and Woodland 
 
The Authority considers the proposal fails to conserve and enhance trees and woodland within the 
National Park, and believes there is no package of compensation put forward for any impacts on 
Ancient Woodland, trees and hedgerows.  
 
The Applicant issued the Technical Note: Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees to the Authority in 
early November 2019 which has been agreed to be appropriate by Natural England and the Forestry 
Commission, which addresses these concerns.  This theme remains in discussion. 
 

 
2.3 Landscape and Visual Impacts  
 
The Authority states that the proposal, in the absence of satisfactory mitigation, fails to comply with 
the statutory requirement to conserve and enhance whereas the Applicant considers the relevant 
policies for a NSIP are those contained in the National Policy Statements.  
 
Further discussions are being held in respect of the construction methodology where the proposed 
pipeline crosses HCX130, noted in Jane Austen’s novel Persuasion. The parties consider that this can 
be dealt with through the DCO and the parties should have reached an agreed way forward on this 
by the end of the examination.   
 
The Authority is seeking assurances from the applicant that the Landscape and Ecological 
Management Plan will apply to the whole of the pipeline route within the National Park.  
 
The Authority is intending to issue a draft list of planning obligations to address its concerns on 
landscape and visual impact, for the Applicant to consider. The Authority considers that a planning 
obligation is required to mitigate the impacts of the proposed development and to make the 
development acceptable in planning terms. The Applicant does not consider that a s106 agreement 
is required for the reasons detailed in its submissions to the Examination. 
 
 

2.4 Dark Night Skies 
 
The Authority agrees that there will be no permanent lighting as part of the scheme. However, the 
temporary construction compounds will have some lighting, as might sections of the pipeline as it is 
being installed. This has the potential, unless appropriately mitigated, to harm Dark Night Skies and 
the Authority is currently in discussions with the Applicant.  The Applicant submitted its Outline 
Lighting Management Plan at Deadline 4 and believes this issue will be resolved. 
 
 

3. Not Agreed 
 

3.1 The proposed pipeline route where it re-enters the National Park to the west of Lower 
Farringdon.  



 
For the Authority, as stated in SDNPA’s Local Impact Report, “the SDNPA do not consider that it 
has been demonstrated that the proposed pipeline needs to re-enter the National Park and why the 
pipeline cannot be routed away from this northern part of the National Park.” The SDNPA do not 
consider that proper regard has been had to the requirements of paragraph 5.9.10 of the 
Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1). The SDNPA considers that the 
applicant’s development scheme submission does not allow, on account of the limited information 
provided, an assessment of the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the National Park as 
required by paragraph 5.9.10. 
 
The Applicant considers that it has provided an assessment of the proposed routing of the pipeline 
through the SDNP against the policy tests in NPS EN-1 and NPS EN-4, including impacts upon the 
designated landscape, in paragraphs 7.4.170 to 7.4.190 in the Planning Statement (Application 
Document APP-132). The Applicant provided further information in its submission at Deadline 4 in 
response to Further Written Question ALT2.3 (REP4-018). The Applicant considers that the 
Authority’s request for an assessment to demonstrate “that the pipeline could not be located 
outside of … the SDNP …” goes beyond the policy requirements of the relevant NPS. 

 
 
4. Informative 
 

 
4.1 This SoCG relates to the impacts either within or upon the South Downs National Park. 

 
4.2 A record of engagement between the Project and the Authority to date is provided within 

Appendix A. 
 

5. Signatures 
 
 
 

 
South Downs National Park Authority 
 
 

 
 
Esso’s Southampton to London Pipeline Project 

 



Appendix A –  
 
Table A.1 Schedule of engagement prior to DCO submission 

Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

04/12/2017 Correspondence  Project 
introduction  

The project sent a letter to planning team at the 
Authority regarding:  

• Map of current route 

• Project timeline 
• Project introduction  

11/12/2017 Meeting Kick off meeting First meeting between the project and SDNPA, 
held at the SDNPA offices. 

19/01/2018 Hampshire 
Officers Forum 

Update The Authority attended the Hampshire Officers 
Forum. 
A presentation was provided with Q&A session at 
the end. This included: 

• Summary of project, including existing 
pipeline and the need for replacement. 

• Explanation of project plan, including the 
intention to consult on corridor options 
before the statutory consultation. 

29/01/2018 Meeting Technical 
meeting  

First technical meeting with the authority. 

01/02/2018 Meeting Conference Call Project update call 

01/03/2018 Briefing note Non-statutory 
(Corridor) 
consultation  

Briefing note sent to all local authorities and 
councillors of wards within each corridor option.  

14/03/2018 Correspondence Commitment to 
Community 
Consultation 
(CtCC) – early 
view 

Email containing draft CtCC. 

19/03/2018 Correspondence Launch of non-
statutory 
(Corridor) 
consultation  

The project sent the Authority three letters: 
1) Notification of launch letter (as a potential 
future statutory consultee) 
2) A notification letter as a landowner, with a 
Person with an Interest in Land questionnaire and 
land plans  
3) Draft CtCC with a separate cover letter  
No feedback was provided on the CtCC. 

26/04/2018 Correspondence  Non-statutory 
(Corridor) 

The project received a non-statutory consultation 
response from SDNPA. A copy is enclosed as 
Appendix B. 



Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

consultation 
response  

30/04/2018 Meeting Leadership 
meeting 

Leadership meeting with leads from SDNPA and 
the project 

03/05/2018 Correspondence Correspondence 
regarding a 
contact for the 
online portal. 

Correspondence between SDNPA and the 
project regarding a contact for the online portal. 

15/05/2018 Meeting Meeting to 
discuss 
Landscape and 
Trees 

Meeting to discuss various topics relating to 
Landscape and Trees, including Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV), landscape character 
area, tree surveys and decommissioning of the 
existing pipeline. 

16/05/2018 Meeting Meeting to 
discuss Ecology 
and Soils 

A meeting was convened with specialists from 
SDNPA to discuss the latest project position with 
respect to biodiversity and soils. The meeting also 
allowed an opportunity to discuss SDNPA’s 
recent consultation response. The project team 
discussed most issues at a high level. 

23/05/2018 Correspondence Pre-brief on 
corridor 
selection 

Pre-brief on corridor selection and preferred 
corridor announcement. 

27/06/2018 Briefing Initial Working 
Route Briefing  

Briefing held to demonstrate how the project had 
taken into account feedback from the non-
statutory consultation, how this had informed the 
preferred corridor selection and to provide an 
overview of the Initial Working Route 

09/07/2018 Consultation Draft Statement 
of Community 
Consultation 

The draft SoCC was issued for statutory 
consultation to the Authority.  

12/07/2018 Event Landowner 
Event 

SDNPA attended the landowner event on 13 July 
in Bramdean. 

17/07/2018 Correspondence Invitation to 
scoping 
workshops 

Invitation to the Authority to attend the scoping 
workshops being held in August. 

25/07/2018 Meeting Technical 
meeting 

Technical meeting covering the broad approach to 
the Scoping Report, a walkthrough of the Initial 
Working Route, and some discussion on 
construction environmental management, 
landscape and visual impact assessments and tree 
surveys. 

26/07/2018 Correspondence Scoping Report Scoping report was sent to SDNPA from the 
project team. 



Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

06/09/2018 Correspondence 
 

Launch of first 
statutory 
(Preferred 
Route) 
consultation 

The project sent the Authority two letters: 
1) Notification of launch letter (as a statutory 
consultee) 
2) A notification letter as a landowner, with a 
Person with an Interest in Land questionnaire and 
land plans 
(Both letters were in line the Planning Act 2008) 

10/10/2018 Correspondence Request for 
extension to 
consultation 
period. 

SDNPA requested an extension to the 
consultation period on 10 October 2018. The 
project responded on the 12 October refusing 
this request. 

12/10/2018 Correspondence Correspondence 
to arrange a 
meeting 

The project emailed the Authority requesting a 
meeting in late October 2018.  

18/10/2018  Correspondence 
 

First statutory 
(Preferred 
Route) 
consultation 
response 

Response from the Authority regarding the first 
consultation. A copy is enclosed as Appendix C. 
 

 

20/12/2018 Meeting Meeting to 
discuss planned 
Design 
Refinements 
consultation 

Meeting to discuss the outcome of the Preferred 
Route consultation and design refinements.  

03/01/2019 Briefing Note Next steps – 
Design 
Refinements 
Consultation  

Provided an overview of the Design Refinements 
Consultation and its contents ahead of the launch 
on 21 January 2019.  

18/01/2019 Correspondence  Launch of 
second statutory 
(Design 
Refinements) 
consultation  

The project sent the Authority two letters: 
1) Notification of launch letter (as a statutory 
consultee) 
2) A notification letter as a landowner 
(Both letters complied with the approach set out 
the in SoCC).  

19/02/2019 Correspondence  Second 
statutory 
(Design 
Refinements) 
consultation 
response  

Response from the Authority on the second 
statutory consultation. A copy is enclosed as 
Appendix D. 



Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

19/03/2019 Meeting Monthly Meeting Regular meeting with the Authority – main 
discussion points were the DCO, trees, hedges 
and Public Rights of Way. 

25/03/2019 Briefing note Next steps The project issued a briefing note to the 
Authority following the close of the Design 
Refinements Consultation re: next steps.  

27/03/2019 Correspondence Final route 
release 

The project issued a letter to planning officers 
announcing the final route and offering a meeting 
if required. 

03/04/2019 Correspondence Draft DCO The project wrote to the Authority to provide 
and invite comments on a draft DCO and offered 
to meet with authorities to discuss the draft 
Order. 

16/04/2019 Meeting Site visit Site visits took place in Chawton, Brockwood 
Park, Hinton Ampner and Stephen's Castle Down 
to discuss key areas of concern with the park. 

01/05/2019 Meeting  Leadership 
Meeting 

Meeting to discuss the project and work orders. 

 
Table A.2 Schedule of engagement post DCO submission 

Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

16/05/2019 Correspondence Application 
submitted 

The project confirmed that the application for 
Development Consent was submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate and a USB containing the 
application was being sent in the post to the 
Authority’s planning team.  

06/06/2019 Correspondence Consulting the 
project on 
planning 
applications 

The project requested that the Authority consult 
it on planning applications where relevant.  

06/06/2019 Correspondence Safeguarding The Project emailed the Authority’s planning 
officer to confirm safeguarding procedures and 
request the Project be consulted on planning 
applications made on the application site for the 
Project. 

11/06/2019 Correspondence Letter regarding 
adequacy of 
consultation 

South Downs National Park response to PINS 
adequacy of consultation representations. 



Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

01/07/2019 Correspondence Correspondence 
regarding 
updated PPA 

The project sent the Authority an updated PPA 
for review and requested a meeting date. The PPA 
was accepted on 26 July 2019. 

15/07/2019 Correspondence Relevant 
Representation 

The project received a Relevant Representation 
from the Authority. This is enclosed within 
Appendix E. 

09/08/2019 Meeting Project update 
and Statement 
of Common 
Ground 

A meeting to give an update on the project, site 
visit and discuss SoCG, as well as discussions 
regarding the Authority’s main issues. 

23/08/2019 Correspondence Correspondence 
regarding sub-
options 

The project informed the Authority that they are 
withdrawing Hinton Ampner sub-option A2b and 
retaining sub-option A2a. 

18/09/2019 Meeting Regular Meeting  Covering project updates and Statement of 
Common Ground 

21/10/2019 Meeting Regular Meeting  Covering project updates, Statement of Common 
Ground and the Authority’s request for a Section 
106 agreement. 

17/01/2020 Meeting Regular Meeting  Covering project updates, Statement of Common 
Ground, HCX130 Crossing, and the Authority’s 
request for a Section 106 agreement. 

 



SDNPA vr5 dated 08/01/2014 
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Appendix B - Non-statutory (Corridor) consultation response 
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Appendix C - First statutory (Preferred Route) consultation response 

 



SDNPA vr5 dated 08/01/2014 
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Appendix D - Second statutory (Design Refinements) consultation response 

 



SDNPA vr5 dated 08/01/2014 
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Appendix F – Relevant Representation Response 

 

 

 

 

 


	Cover - 8.4.28 -  SOCG with South Downs National Park Authority
	Draft SoCG with South Downs National Park Authority (FINAL DL5)

